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POLITICAL. 


THe Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th March says that there is: oe 
The results of the Afghan @ great similarity between the Hastern = 
war, and the Central Asian questions. Lord 

Lytton has played the same part in connection with the latter 

which Lord Beaconsfield did in connection with the former. 
| Just as Lord Beaconsfield has protected the British interes 

in the East by the occupation of Cyprus, Lord Lytton will 

Secure the peace of India by the establishment of Britis 

Residents or military cantonments at certain places in Atghan- 

stan. Just as Turkey is saved from the further encroachments 

of her enemies, the establishment of British influence in 
Afghanistan will free it from all dangers. The chief benefi- 

“lal results of the Kabul war are the following :— | 
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First,—That the successful issue of the war has consider- 
ably enhanced. :the -prestige.of England in, Europe. The 


* 


real ohject of ies war was to fortify the frontier. That object 
has been fuily attained, and all apprehension of foreign 
invasion dispelled. The savage tribes, which used to commit 
robbery and plunder on the frontier, have been well chastised. 
Free commerce will now be established between Afchanistan 
and India, which will be beneficial to both countries. 


Secondly.—That the war gave an occasion to the Natives 

to prove their loyalty to the Government. How strongly the 
feudatory chiefs are attached to the paramount power may 
be best imagined from the fact that they voluntarily expressed 
their readiness to sacrifice their lives and property on its be- 
half. The people also expressed their sympathy with the 
soldiers in the war by contributing subscriptions for their 


relief. All associations and committees should endeavour to 
raise subscriptions for the purpose. — 


Thirdly.—That one of the results of tha’ war has been that 
the people have become acquainted with the international 
relations that should exist between the Government of India 
and the frontier States, and that it has been made obvious that 
the motive of the war was not an extension of territory but a 
desire to fortify the frontier. There are men who still cling 
to the belief that the late Amir Sher Ali Khan was quite 
innocent, but they are mistaken. When a treaty of peace 
has been concluded, the Government will. adopt measures to 
promote the welfare of the inhabitants of - Afghanistan, which 
will be a sufficient proof of the fact that the war had really 
the good of Afghanistan in view, and that the Amir her Alt 
‘was not only guilty but unwise and unjust. 


Fourthly. —That some of our contemporaries suspected that 
Russian intrigue was at the botton of the Kabul difficulty, 
and that the Russian would assist the Amir ; but now it 18 
evident that she adheres to her promises, and her conduct 18 
‘friendly towards the . British Government. She absolutely 
yefused to render any kind of:aid to the Amir. 


(199 ) 


The Nér-i-Afshdn (a missionary publication of Ludhia- 

le i me ; na) of the 13th March, says that it 
rea } eis 

wae ‘Yakub Khan me appears from atelegram; received from 


wash vances London on the 10th March, that the 
partisans of Yakub Khan were victoriousin the struggle which 


ensued between the partisans of rival pretenders on the death 
of the Amir Sher Ali Khan, and that Yakub Khan has been 
firmly established on the throne of Kabul. It is a matter 
of great satisfaction that the enemy of Government has died, 
and the rightful heir has succeeded to the throne. We 
hope he will peacefully rule over Afghanistan, provided he 
makes a friendly treaty with the Government. Along with 
other terms the Government should demand the establishment 
of a British Resident at Kabul, and the free admission of the 
preachers of the Gospel into Afghanistan. ‘The presence of 
a British pulitical officer at the Afghan capital will prevent 
the Russians from intriguing with the Afghans for the future. 
Ithas been proved by experience that the preaching of the 
Gospel has the effect of immediately dispelling ignorance from 
the minds of savage people, 

The Oudh Akhbdr of the 13th March quotes the Lnglish- 
‘The admission a Chrie, 72” to the effect that it is the intention 
; tan Missionaries into Af- of the missionary societies of England 

n. | 
to depute a missionary society, 


entitled the St. Joseph’s Society, to Afghanistan for the 


Propagation of Christianity in that country, and remarks that 


the reader should not imagine that the Government is in ‘any 


way connected with this movement. The Government has 
nO connection even with the Indian missions. It has grant- 


ed equal liberty to all the religions. We believe that it will. 
decide the question of free admission of a Christian mission — 


Into Afghanistan, as it thinks proper. Alt hough in the pre- 
oom time of general liberty every man is free to discharge 
his religious ‘duties, no Government should be indifferent to 
oe religious movement which seems to be objectionable on 
Political grounds, ‘The missionaries should not be over hasty. 
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The Punjabi Akhbdr of the 8th March, in regard to the 
news: of the death of the Amir Sher 
Ali Khan, remarks that if tho news 
is true, there is good reason to hope that the object of the 
Government will be fully obtained. It is well known that 


The Kabul war. 


there was great enmity between Yakub Khan and Sher Ali, 


and that the latter was reluctantly obliged, by the force of 
circumstances, to release the former from imprisonment. 


Although, since the departure of Sher Ali from Kabul, Yakub 


Khan was the undisputed ruler, he could not negotiate a 


treaty as long as Sher Ali was alive, because if he were to do 
so, the partisans of Sher Ali would rebel against him, and 
Kabul would become a prey to internecine quarrels. Now 
that Sher Ali is dead, Yakub Khan is free to act as he pleases, 
without provoking any opposition from the partisans of Sher 
Ali. He knows the difference between a Russian and a 
British alliance. The King of Bokhara and the Khan of 
Khiva entered into a friendly alliance with Russia, but still 
she distroyed their kingdoms. If Yakub Khan enters into a 
friendly alliance with the Government of India, the Govern- 
ment far from depriving him of his independence, will 
strengthen his rule. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the th March, referring to the telegra- 
phic message .received from London 
on the 8rd March, to the effect that 
the Zimes, in a leading article on Yakub Khan’s letters to the 
Government of India, states that if Yakub Khan concludes 4 
peace on acceptable terms, England will recognise him and 


The Kabul war. 


afford him moral support, remarks that if Yakub Khan con- 


cludes a peace, all his difficulties will vanish, and his rule will 
be firmly established with the aid of Government. , 


In regard to the question of the ons of ie war, the Roh-i- 
Nir vemarks that those men who contend that the war has 
been undertaken to maintain the prestige of England and 


that, therefore, the cost of the. war should fall on the Imperial 
Exchequer, are mistaken. ‘The war has been really under- 
taken to display the power and greatness of ute Em press “ 
India. 1¢ will, therefore, be degrading to India to throw thie 
cost of the war upon England. The object of the war is to 
fortify the frontier of India and not of England. Had Rus- 
sia expoused the cause of the Amir, India might have fairly 
asked England to share the cost with her. If, owing to the 
unsatisfactory condition of her finances, she is not able to pay 
the cost at present, she may borrow the necessary amount 
from England. If, in view of the benefit which England 
derives from India, she voluntarily offered to pay the cost, 


there would be no harm in accepting her generous offer. 
The Anjumant Fanjab of the 7th March, referring to the 


Circulation, 


death of Sher Ali and tlie letters of *°° °°Pi*: 


The Kabul war. 
— Yakub Khan tothe Government, says 


that the aspect of affairs in Afghanistan now appears to be 
entirely changed. The Amir has probably died from anxiety 
aud fear of the Government. He foolishly fell a dupe to 
Russian intrigue, and ungratefully picked a quarrel with the 
Government, which had conferred many favors upon him. 
All his sufferings are due to his own folly. Yakub Khan is 
quite unable to encounter the British army. He should un- 
conditionally surrender himself to the Government, and accept 


the terms which it wishes to impose upon him. 


The indi Pradtp of the 1st March, received on the 12th 
The Musalmans in India. iJem, publishes a small Hindi drama 
one entitled ‘the Musalmans in India,” 
Which is a translation of a Bengali drama. In the drama the 


M ele Es Ps . 
Wsalmans are represented, as oppressing the Hindus, who 


are freed from their oppressions by the Hnglish. 
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king as crael and unjust, and praises the British Resident at 
Burma for putting a stop to further massacres. The Anu- 
mani Panjab then proceeds to remark that humanity demand; 
that the king should be deposed from the throne, and the 
country annexed to British territories. 


NATIVE STATBSB. 


Cireulation, The Panjabi Akhbdér of the 8th March, in its correspon- 
OUy Goptes. dence column, says that the subjects 
of Raja Moti Singh of Punch ( Panjab) 
are much satisfied with his justice and generosity. Owing 
to the scarcity of food he has remitted all taxes, and granted 
asum of Rs. 45,090 for the establishment of four poor-houses 
in the different parts of his territories. He has established 
an Anglo-Vernacular school at the capital, and ten schools at 
other places. He has also appointed some hakims to distri- 
bute medicine among the poor gratis. 


The Punch State, Panjab. 


_ The same paper, in its correspondence column, says that 
Raja Alri Singh of at the time of his death the late Raja 
Malagarb, Simla. Raghubir Singh of Nalagarh left a 
will to the effect that his Rani and the infant son should live 
in the fort at Bilasi, and assigned some lakhs of rupees for 
their support. Raja Alri Singh, in utter disregard of the will 
of his father, has expelled them from the fort, and confiscated 
all their property. It has also been heard that they have 
no sufficient means of support, and that the Raja oppresses 
them in several other ways. If the above complaint is true, 
the deputy commissioner of Simla should take their pitiable 
case into his favorable consideration. 
2  @ANBRAL ADMINISTRATION. 
a eS Giroalatton, The Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th March, in regard to the 
’ lord Lytton’s reply to reply of Lord Lytton to the aoe 
British Indian Association, ©! *he Calcutta British Indian hanet 
es tion, remarks. that the reply in qué 
_ Won, like all speeches delivered by Lord Lytton, is deservié 


of high oraiae, and indicative of his great intellectual powers. 
His Lordship has given a brief and satisfactory reply to every 


question raised by the Association in their address. His 


Lordship’s reply will serve to dispell all those false sentiments 


which have spread among the people about the license tax and 
the abolition of the cotton import duties. The Oudh Akhbar 
then proceeds to argue that of all the Indian subjects of Her 
Majesty the zamindars of Bengal should be specially thank- 
ful to the Government for possessing the inestimable blessing 
of a permanent settlement, which has not been granted to 
the zamindars of any other province. The Oudh Akhbdr 
farther states that the remarks made by Lord Lytton, in 
regard to the license tax, are perfectly true. We are not one 


of those men who blindly object to every form of taxation. 


We admit that India is poor, and that it is not wise to increase 
her burdens. All the great Indian administrators also share 
this belief. The license tax, however, forms an exception to 
therule. The Government was bound to provide for the relief 


and prevention of famine. Every man should gladly pay | 


the license tax, and thank Heaven that he is able to contri- 
bute towards a fund which will be expended on the relief of 


his countrymen in the time of distress. It is no doubt open to | 


question what will be the best way of disposing of the fund, 
and every man is free to express his opinion on the subject. 
As regards the question of the cotton import duties, the Gov- 


eroment should keep the interests both of the traders of © 


-Manchester and India in view. 


‘The Urdu Abhbdr, published in Marathi at Akola, of the 


lute formation of yo- 8th March, quotes an extract from the 
ee Times of India to the effect that it is 


rumoured that it is the intention of the English Government to 
entrust the Government of India with power to enact a law 
for exacting assistance from Europeans and Eurasians living 


0 India in time of war if necessary, and remarks that a simi- © 


lar law is already in force in the Dutch settlements in the 
Indian Ocean, All Europeans who live in those settlements 
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are bound to assist the Government i in time: of difficulty. If 
the same law were also introduced in India, the Government 
might be able to reduce the number of British troops maintain. 
ed in India, which would be a sine relief to the > tax-payer, 


The Akhbdr-i-A'm of the 12th March says: The Govern. 


The Anglo-Indian Jour- ment does not believe native papers 
nals. — ~ even if they speak the truth. It is un- 
der the impression that only English or Anglo-Indian papers 
speak the truth. The more we examine the acts of the Govern- 
ment, the more we are convinced of the truth of the above 
remark. It is not fair to saddle India with the cost of the 
war. The native press has long been agitating the point, 
but the agitation has yet had no effect. India will have to 
pay for the war, not because justice demands it, but because 
it is the opinion of the Anglo-Indian papers. The native 
press strongly protested against the levy of the license tax 
on the ground that the people would be unable to pay it, 
specially at the’ present time of distress. But the Govern- 
ment did not listen to the native press, and imposed the tax 
as the Anglo-Indian press wished it. It appears from the 
Indu Prakdsh of Bombay that the impost is levied with 


fearful oppression in that presidency. Our contemporary 


says, ‘We know it asa fact that when the mamledars of two 
talukas in one of the districts affected lately by the famine 
sent in their lists, showing the amount which each of them 
could collect in the taluka under his charge, the collector 
showed his displeasure, and the hel pless mamledars had to 
more than double the amounts they at first sent in! A simi- 
lar instance occurred in one of the talukas of another district 
of this presidency. In this case the native revenue officer was 
given to understand in express terms that it would be unfor- 
tunate for himself if he did not try to secure a larger amount 
than that he had shown on his list. The officer expressed 


his Anability to do BO on the. ground that to ’ bring ‘the 
amount to the sum he had done, he had to set agide all notions 


of humanity, and that any increase an it. could only give rise. 


to suffering. For this explanation the officer was relieved of. 
the daty of assessing and collecting : the tax and another officer 
was entrusted with it. ”. All these things may be rightly attri- 
buted to our Anglo-Indian contemporaries, which unanimous- 
ly declare that India is a mine of riches, and that the natives 
who say that they are poor, are great scoundrels. The _Anglo- 
Indian papers are our enemies, and are trusted by the Govern- 
ment; what hope is there then of our welfare? It was simply 
according to the advice of the Anglo-Indian, papers that the 
Government enacted the Vernacular Press Act. But was 
the tone of the vernacular .press really more objectionable 
than that of the Anglo -Indian press ? We have got several 
Anglo-Indian papers with us in which the Afghan policy of 
the Government has been criticised in a very objectionable 
tone. We do not think it advisable to republish the articles 
in question at present on political grounds. No one has 


taken the writers of those articles to task, while small thin gs 
in vernacular papers are grossly exaggerated. If the Govern- 
meat plumes itself on its impartial justice, it should look 
upon the aera and Europeans with an eye of equality. 


The ARDS r-ic Am of the 12th March says that it has been Cireulation, 


The unsatisfactory state heard that the uusatisfactory state of 
* the cropa in the Panjab. the crops has induced the Panjab Go- 
Vernment to issue a circular to the district officers enquiring 
what is the state of the crops, what stores of grain exist in the 
country, and what relief works should be started. It is really sur- 
prising that.in spite of the above state of things the Secretary 
of State observed in the House of Lords on the 4th March that 
every precaution has been taken against famine in India, and 
expressed a hope that the failure of the rains would not be 
Serious. The Lieutenant- Governor of the Panjab, after a tour 
of inapection, had reported that there was no apprehension of 
famine in that province : at present. A drought, said His 
lordabip, i 8 expected in Kashmir, and supplies of grain are 
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already going thither. If no famine is apprehended in the 
Panjab even if there isno rainfal, why has the Panjab Goverp- 
ment issued the circalar in question? The state of things in 
Kashmir has also becoms the reverse of that describad by the 
Secretary of State. We have heard that there has been a 
good fall of rain in Kashmir. 


The Safte-i- Hint of the Sth Maroh publishes an article com- 


by 8: 
The collection of private municated Shoe fs id Farzand Ali, 
ot the elie for the relief deputy superintendent of the settle 
of the erers —" the - ment office at Jhelam (Panjab). The 


Afghan war. 

_ writer praises the British Government 
for its justice and humanity, an‘l asks the natives, especially 
the native ministerial officers, to contribute their one month's 
income for the relief of the sufferers from the Kabul war, to 
give a practical proof of their loyalty. He offered his ons 
month’s pay (Ks. 80) to the settlement officer of Jhelam, for the 
purpose, and requested that a month’s pay might be also 
realised from other public servants, to which R. @. Thomson, 
Esq., officiating settlement offiver of Jhelam, gave him the 
following reply on the 31st Jan uary : — 


“The financial commissioner considers that your — 
to. subscribe one month’s pay for the sufferers from the 
Afghan war is liberal. But he also considers that any fund 
of this kind must be raised privately among the contributors 
themeel vee. Government cannot act in the matter.” 


The writer has now written to the Anjumani Panjab 


praying that measures may wil moped to give effect to his 
‘proposal. 


The Saftr-i- Hind, Amritsar, of ‘the Sth March, referring 


ditional 
es iain the appointment: ‘of an ad { 
additional financial com- financial commissioner for the Panja 


missioner. mad the Panjab. 
ia remarks. that the revenue work of the 


Panjab cannot be done so well as it ought to be, until ’ 
board of revenue is appointed i in. the Panjab, as 1s already 
the case in the North-Western Provinces and other pres 


de 
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dencies The unanimous opinion _of many men is always , 


entitled to-more weight than that of a single individual. ey 
The same paper publishes the article that appeared in the 
The diearreement ne-. Vakil-i- Hindustan of the Ist March 
tween the Bishop of La- on the disagreement betwéen the 
hore and his native visitors : Poca tee sire 
about shoes. Bishop of Lahore and his native visi- 
tors at Karrachi about shoes (vide the Selecticns for the week 
ending the 8th March, 1879, page 181 et seg), and remarks: 
If the facts of the case. are what they are stated to be by the 


writer, we entirely concur in the views expressed by him. 


A correspodent of the Koh-i- Ndr of the 8th March, writ- Ctroulatiow, 
The ke - ini, ing from Magyana, Jhang (Panjab), 
tax at Magyana, in Shang. says that, in regard to those petitions 
which are submitted to the deputy cummissioner against the 
assessments of the license tax, he makes enquiries through the 
tahsildars. A fee of rupees ten is exacted from each peti- 
tier who produces his account-books in court in support of 
his petition, as the wages of the man who examines the books. 

The people complain of the exaction of this: fee, and think 
that such a heavy fee has been fixed in order to prevent the 
Institution of appeals. — | peg ee tiae 


The Shola-i-Tér of the 11th March objects to the present gireulation, 
system of despatching private tele- 275 copies 
Braphic messages to outly- graphic messages from the nearest 


The despatch of tele- 


ing Villages, 


telegraph station to outlying villages. 
When a man sends a message by telegraph to any village, 
the message reaches the telegraph station, which is nearest 
to that village, without delay ; but if the village is situated at 
a distance of ten. or twelve miles from that station, the mes- 
“age 18 sent from that station to the village with the mails at 
Me fixed time through the dak harkdra. Thus a telegraphic 
message destined to an outlying village takes nearly the same 
time to reach its destination as a letter. Such messages 
should be despatched from telegraph stations to their destination 


through special messengers as soon as they are received, and ap 
additional fee of four annas may be exacted from the senders 
of messages in such cases as the wages of the messenger, 
EDUCATION. 
The Oudh Akhkbdr of the 15th March, after adverting to 
The need of boarding-houses the intention of the Government of 
for students in Oudh. - Bengal to construct a boarding-houss 
for the Hindu students, remarks that a boarding-house should 
be attached to each college and school. Those students who 
are strangers obtain great convenience and comfort at a board- 
ing-house. They are saved house rent, and provided with 
free accommodation near the college or school. The boarders 
have a study-room, so that one can easily assist the other 
in his atudies. There isa great need of boarding-houses in 
some places in Oudh. ‘True, every high school in Ovdh 
already has a boarding-house attached to it, but some of the 
_ boarding-houses are too small to accommodate all the mufassi 


students, and some are hired houses and not the property 


of Government. The Canning college should also have « 
boarding-house. 


: Pescleien, The Agra Akhbdr of the 7th March approves of the giv- 


ing of education to the children of 

silos" - or Ale Pale dancing -girls on the g round inal 

, education may have the effect of 10- 

ducing them to hate the vile trade of their mothers. The 

sons of dancing-girls may be admitted to the schools attend- 

ed by the sons of the respectable elasses. The conduct of 

the latter will have a beneficial effect upon that of the former, 

while the conduct of the former will: not affect that of the 
‘latter, because the number of the former will be very small 
compared with the latter. But the daughters of dancing: 
girls should not be admitted to female schools, lest their cou: 
_ duct should corrupt the morals of the daughbiers of respectable 


classes. Separate schools ‘may be established for their in 
struction. ) | 


‘The Saftr-i-Hind of the Sth March publishes a communi- 
The industrial school, cated -article, in which the writer’ 
Jaipur, = _. .@¢ first briefly refers to the industrial 
school established by the Maharaja of Jaipur, and remarks 
that the ‘school is very beneficial to the artisans of the. State. 
Itis to be regretted that there is no industrial school in British 
India. The condition ef the people cannot be expected to 
improve without the establishment of some industrial schools. 
Thousands of men who have received a purely literary education 
are now without employment. Had they learnt any industrial 
art, they could easily earn a livelihood. But unfortunately 
the Government does not listen to us, and looks to its own 
interests. Mr. McMinn, the joint magistrate of Agra, who, 
like other respectable Huropean officers, sympathises with the 
natives, has urged the necessity of encouraging native art. A 
scheme is under the consideration of the commissioner of 
commerce and industry (perhaps the writer means the director 
of agriculture and commerce) for the encouragement of 
native art. Raja Siva Prasad, ©. 8. I.,: has liberally 
contributed Rs. 5,000 for the support of an industrial 


school which is about to be established at Allahabad. But 


it is not yet known who will establish the school. 4 owever, 
it is almost certain that the school will not be a Government 
institution, because as long as Sir George Couper, Bart., is 

the Lieutenant-Governor of these provinces, the educational 
department will not get a farthing from Government. He 
has very narrow views on the question of popular education. 


BOOAL AND MISOBLLANEOUS. 


A eotreeponieat: of the Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 10th 
The bad custom among March, writing from Naini Tal, says : 
the eae ol thavipees ot at It has been heard that the pilgrims at 
Allahabad. Allahabad sometimes go to the middle 

- « . -of the stream by means of boats to 
bathe, and that some of them. are sometimes drowned. Either 
the pilgrims should be prohibited from going to the middle 
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of the strenm, or'the boatnten should be held responsible for 
any loss of life or property to the pilgrims. If the pilgrims 
wear precious ornaments, they -are specially exposed to dan. 


The Aftab-i-Panjab, ‘Lahore, of the 10th March, in jt 


The collection of private local ‘news columris, states? that ag 


ee aden ob great distress prevails from high pri- 


Lahere. ces among the poor classes at Lahore, 
the deputy commissioner has appealed to the charity of the 
public for the relief of the sufferers. His Honor the Lieuie. 
nant-Governor has contributed Rs. 250 towards the relief 
fund , and his private secretary and the deputy commissioner 
Rs. 50 each. The fund is devoted to the distribution of food 
among the famine-stricken people at the police station at 


-Anarkali. The well-to-do classes of the community should 


also liberally contribute towards the fund. 


The Arya Mitra, Benares, of the 7th March, in its local 


| news column, says that when the Ma- 
The forcible oxaction of 


les als Gs Gees te haraja of Benares intended to go to 


the police for the Mahara- the temple at Mirzapur, he sent for 
ja of Benares, 


supplies from Benares. The police 
forcibly took a quantity of rice from the grain dealers against 


their will for the Maharaja. Moreover, the grain dealers 
have not yet been paid the price. 


The same paper complains that the road situated between 


The bad state of theroad the city of Benares and the Khojba 
lying between the city of | 


Ste oak tha Khojbe. bazar is in a very bad state, and asks 


weer. the municipal committee to repair it 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 7th March publishes a commt- 
By By 2 a , opel nicated article in which the writer 
i ‘ gives a description of the Begam of 

tyle. The following is an extract from 
the article : Now look at the reign of Begam Shah Jahan. 
She is more fortunate than her mother and grand mother. 


Bhopal in a facetious g 


The beginning of everything is difficult. — She is entirely free 
fom thase difficulties to which they were expuvsed, while she 
shares their glory and comfort. Two things have to be spe- 
cially noticed about ber, namely, (1) her marriage with Nawab 
Shadiq Hasan Khan, and (2) her pardanashint, 1c , sitting 
behind the curtain. Her sitting behind the curtain is com- 
pulsory, being necessitated by her marriage. But there: is 
nothing strange in it. It is an English proverb that before 
marriage the men should court the women, and after marriage 
the women should court the men. Time is unstable. See what 
Mir Hasan (a modern erotic Indian poet) says: “Such is the 
course of time that the mistress sometimes has to obey the 
orders of the lover!” | 
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